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was already settled in Lynn. Mr. Baehiler, a
stanch nonconformist in old England, retained
his independent ways during his twenty-two
years' residence in New England. Notwithstand-
ing his advanced age, he caused much annoyance
in the Puritan community. Prince speaks of him
as "a man of form, in his day, a gentleman of
much learning and ingenuity." Governor Win-
throp in his journal tells some strange stories about
him, which for more than two centuries have be-
clouded his reputation, but recent investigations *
show that the scandals, which were inherently im-
probable, were false accusations growing partly out
of religious bitterness, and partly out of the intrigues
and aggressions of the Massachusetts Bay Colony
which were being resisted by the New Hampshire
settlements. While 'residing in Lynn he was
brought before the court for some irregularity,
and enjoined from preaching or teaching for a
year because of his " contempt of authority, and
until some scandals be removed." These " scan-
dals," as it now appears, did not affect his moral
character, but refer to his independence of Massa-
chusetts Bay authority. He received a grant of
land in Ipswich in 1636, and removed thither, trat
difficulties arose and he did not remain. Soon
after, the town of Newbury made him a similar
grant, but his stay was equally short. In 1639, at
the age of seventy-eight years, with his son-in-law,
Christopher Hussey, he planted the town of Hamp-
ton, N. H., and was the first minister settled there.

1 See article "by Charles E, Batchelder in N. US. Hist, and Gan-
Eegister, January, 1802.